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FULFILLMENT 


The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
He commands all men everywhere to repent, because 
He has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world inrighteousness by a man whom He has ap- 
pointed, and of this He has given assurance to all 
men by ratsing Him from the dead. — Acts 17:30-31 


We Christians should not be afraid to think of 
God*s judgment day. Rather should we rejoice that 
in it and because of it man’s best dreams will be 
fulfilled. The One by whom we shall be judged — 
the appointed One — is Christ, our Lord. But He 
is also our Saviour and the basis of our hope. 

We need not fear to stand before Him on that day, 
if we stand for Him and let Him stand for us now. 

And may we not also believe that all of God's 
elect who have responded to whatever of His good- 
ness and truth they have known will also be the 
recipients of His purging and redeeming love even 
as we? He who is to be Judge of all the earth at 
the final judgment is none other than the Lamb of 
God offered from the foundation of the world for 
the redemption of the world. To such a one we can 
commit ourselves and the whole world for right- 
eous judgment. To such a one we should want more 
than anything else to win the whole world, that 
even now it may know Him as Friend, Saviour, and 
Lord. 


Surely He cometh, and a thousand voices 
Shout to the saints and to the deaf are dumb; 
Surely He cometh, and the earth rejoices, 
Glad in His coming Who hath sworn, "I come." 


This quotation is from St. Paul, by Frederick 
William H. Myers (1843-1901) 


THE 1.M.C. IN ACTION 


A brief summary of recent administrative deci- 
sions and action of the International Missionary 
Council reveal something of its day-by-day contri- 
bution to the world mission of the Church. Its 
Theological Education Fund Committee has made its 
first two major grants, one of $100,000 to assist 
in the establishment of a graduate theological 
institution at Yaounde in Cameroun, and one of 
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$75,000 to help to move the Theological College of 
Kumasi to a site on the University College campus 
of Ghana. The plans for strengthening theological 
libraries and for creating a basic theological 
literature in the major languages of the younger 
churches have also moved a long step forward this 
past summer. The Council’s Standing Committee on 
the Ministry voted to obtain a staff secretary to 
lead in the study of the most important issues in 
training ministers; the part-time ministry, lay 
leadership, and Bible schools — all closely con- 
nected with the task of the Theological Education 
Fund in the younger church areas. Under the Depart- 
ment of Missionary Studies, as the first fruit of 
John Taylor’s work, has appeared his fascinating 
volume, THE GROWTH OF THE CHURCH IN BUGANDA. D. T. 
Niles of Ceylon has been asked to lead in a spe- 
cial study of the Word of God and the Church's 
Missionary Obedience. The official establishment 
of the East Asia Christian Conference at a gather- 
ing in Kuala Lumpur was oan epochal event in the 
life of the churches of East Asia. Real progress 
has been made in regional development. Plans for a 
Lat in-American Conference in 1961, and a confer- 
ence of churches in the islands of the South Pa- 
cific are under way. A similar forward step is 
seen in beginning The Islam in Africa Project and 
setting up on I.M.C, Projects Fund to undergird 
projects now under way and to start others as need 
and opportunity arise. In a very real sense all of 
these are “acts of Apostles*’ continuing that amaz- 
ing record of Christian achievement begun follow- 
ing the ascension of our Lord and recorded in the 
books of Acts. 


DR. NOLDE — RUSSIAN VISIT 


A five member delegation from the World Council 
of Churches will leave Geneva, Switzerland, Tues- 
day (December 1) for a three-and-a-half weeks’ 
visit in Russia as guests of the Moscow Patriarch- 
ate of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York and Philadel- 
phia, director of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs, is the only America@m to 
make the trip. He is an associate general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches. 

Purpose of the visit is to continue the “get 


acquainted" process, which got under way when two 
representatives of the Patriarchate spent four 
weeks visiting the World Council’s headquarters in 
Geneva, 

The delegation will be the first “fully inter- 
national, ecumenical’’ group of church leaders ever 
to visit the USSR. Members of the group come from 
Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, Anglican, and Orthodox 
churches and from the Netherlands, U.S.A., Burma, 
Britain, and Greece. The delegation will be headed 
by Dr. W. A. Visser’'t Hooft, WCC general secretary. 

The group is expected to have at least two 
formal meetings with Russian Orthodox Church lead- 
ers in Moscow. No advance agenda for the talks has 
been planned and discussion will be on topics of 
“common interest.” 


MEDITATION ON THE DECK OF A.BURMAN RIVERBOAT 
Paul D. Clasper 


I stand in a great tradition - 
In the tradition of those who have stood on the deck 
And heard the sound of the waves, 
And have seen the moon filter its rays through the 
warm evening mist, —— 
And headed for a distant city to preach the Word 
of God. 


This is the tradition of those who dare to think 
that they have seen the heavenly vision, how- 
ever dimly and intermittently, al 

And who are content with nothing less than a de- 
termined effort to obey it, however feebly 
and falteringly. 


And when the cynic, 

Whether without or within, taunts, 

“What is this vision glorious?” 

Words fail. 

But, for those in this tradition, the vision means 

A growing conviction that God 

Must really be like Jesus Christ, 

That the knowledge and realization of this is the 
most potent seed-for-good which can be sown, 

And, therefore, worth any expenditure I am able to 
make, and that in the spending of self in this 
task a 

Even my molest gestures can be 

Energized by the might of the Eternal Spirit 


‘ 


This is the tradition to which I belong — 

Not to a sect of the perfect, 

The always loyal, the never doubting, 

But to the fellowship of the restless and the 
questing, , 


To those who think this Gospel is true, Le 


To those who risk all to test that thesis with a 
life. 


— SOUTH EAST JOURNAL OF THROLOGY 
Fors 2 Ghicwatae July. 2989 


‘member of it. 


CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH 
John Sadig, a notable Indian Christian leader, 
tells of a Hindu who read the four Gospels and was 
fascinated by the life, work, death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. Then he read Acts and observed that 
Jesus seems to have been replaced by a group of 
simple folk in the continuing drama of life-changing 
power. From this he concluded that “the church ca 
ries on the life of Christ,” and so he became a 


TWO-WAY TRAFFIC mere 


Often the Uni ted States, in seeking to halon 
other nations, finds herself on the receiving end, 
A recent example centers in the research work | fa 
Pakistani exchange student at Texas A. and 
lege. This etudents B. A, Guafoor: Batti, ne 
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years as secretaries on the Batts of 
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He brought the riches of his great heart and 
to many world gatherings includi: all the c 
conferences of the International Missionary 
cil: Jerusalem, 1928, Tambaram, India, 1938; 
Whitby, Conada, 1947; Willingen, Germany, ohare 
Ghana, 1957. At the time of his death, he was = 
chairman of the I.M.C., chairman of the Division | 
of Studies of the World Council of Churches, and | 
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a member of the Joint Committee of the I.M.C. and | 


.. 


the W.C.C. May we have grace to follow the example 
of his “steadfastness in faith and in obedience” 
to our Lord and his in the fulfillment of God's 

_ redemptive purpose for the world. 


KI RCHENTAG 


In August, 80,000 Germ Christians gathered in 
Munich’s “fire-raid blackened neo-classic build- 
ings” of the Koningsplatz. Here Hitler's national 
socialists once shouted that they would save Ger- 
many. But to this 80,000, a greater Voice declared 
“You shall be My People." This was only one dra- 
matic hour of this year’s Kirchentag, a religious 
festival of a Christian renewal movement which 
began fourteen years ago. One day of the five-day 
long festival coincided with its founder's birth- 
day. When Reinhold von Thadden, a layman, passed 
through the assembly, they sang “Praise to the 
Lord, the Almighty’"* — a far, far call from the 
sickly pale “Happy birthday to you,” and infinitely 
more appropriate. 

The I.M.C. was officially represented by the 
Reverend Korula Jacob, Secretary of the Christian 
Council of India. Mony other Christians from 
countries outside of Europe participated in the 
gathering. 


THE SIMPLE GOSPEL 


In the June, 1959, issue of the World Associates 
Newsletter reference was made to the great inaugu- 
ral meeting of the East Asia Christian Conference 
at Kuala Lumpur, Malaya, last May. The concluding 
service was a great mass meeting held out of doors 
in the public stadium. Dr. D. T. Niles of Ceylon 
preached in Tamil and English. Dr. Niles isa 
master of simple, effective presentation of the 
Gospel. The substance of his sermon on this occa- 
- sion was the following four points. 

“1. God made you. This is what you really are 
and you are responsible only to God amd to 

God alone. 

2. God loves you. No matter who you are, no 
matter where you are, no matter what you 
have done, God loves you. Jesus, the Elder 
Brother, has followed you, a prodigal, into 
the far country to bring you a message from 
home - God loves you. 

3. Jesus died for you. God has put Himself at 
your mercy. We cannot get rid of Him. We 
find ourselves when we stand at the foot of 
the cross and looking up say, ‘I did that.’ 
Jesus died for you. 

4, When you die you go to God. There is no 
other place to go. For some it will be joy, 
for some it will be terrible.” 


MOVING DAY 


The I.M.C. along with a score or more of other 
misSionary and general church agencies are moving 
into the new Interchurch Center building near 
Columbia University. This new building occupies a 
whole block bounded by Riverside Drive ond Clare- 
mont Avenue on the west and east and by 119th and 
120th Streets on the south and north. It is nine- 
teen stories high and has a combined floor space 
of 461,072 square feet. Mr. John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr., contributed the land and generous sums for its 
erection. The I.M.C. will move about January 28, 
1960. The new offices will be on the fourth floor 
adjoining the New York office of the World 
Council of Churches. 


OLD MOVEMENT, NEW NAME 


The Student Volunteer Movement began in 1886 in 
the missionary vision and purpose of Robert P. 
Wilder, John R. Mott, Robert E. Speer and others 
of like mind. As a recruiting agency for the var- 
ious boards of foreign missions in both Canada 
and the United States, its emissaries went into 
almost all institutions of higher learning in 
these two countries. Later, because of various or- 
ganizational shifts and re-alignments, Canada and 
the United States went separate ways in this en- 
deavor. About the same time, the Student Volunteer 
Movement, hitherto a foreign mission agency, began 
to recruit volunteers for home missions as well as 
foreign missions. And now in this continuing evo- 
lutionary process the Student Volunteer Movement 
has merged with the Inter-Seminary Committee and 
the United Student Christian Council to become the 
Commission on World Mission of the National Stu- 
dent Christian Federation. Through this Federation, 
it is now related to the Commission on Higher Edu- 
cation of the National Council of Churches’ Divi- 
sion of Christian Education. Let us hope that every 
care will be taken to keep the old S.V.M. flame 
from being smothered under this manifold organiza- 
tional covering. One hopeful sign that its inner 
genius may be preserved is that the old movement 
with a new name will hold during the forthcoming 
Christmas season its eighteenth quadrennial con- 
vention. The series began in Cleveland in 1891. 


BOOK NOTICES 


Out of Every Nation; R. K. Orchard; Friendship The Gospel and Renascent Hinduism; by P. D. 
Press, N.Y., 1959; $1.00 Devanandan; Friendship Press, N.Y., 1959; $ .75 
Mr. Orchard, a secretary of the I.M.C. in its A careful and penetrating study of the contemporary 
London office, asks and answers questions pertain- movements in Hinduism, as Hindus of different tra- 
ing to the world mission of the Church. Can this ditions and standpoints seek to meet the challenge 
mission be internationalized? What are some of of the new India. Dr. P. D. Devanandan has been 
the urgent and important problems? What are some since 1957 Director of the Christian Institute for 
of the decisions which must be currently made? whe Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, South 


India, and was previously on the staff of the Union 
Theological College, Bangalore. 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Bishop Lesslie Newbigin 
is the General Secretary. 

It appears four times a year - March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 


others. There is no subscription rate. 


If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 


Editor of the Newsletter. 


